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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

(W) = Webster’s New World Dictionary for Young Adults

CHARACTER: All of the things that a person does, feels, and thinks, and by which that 
person is judged as being good or bad, strong or weak. (W)

CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE: The act of disobeying a law you consider unjust, with full willing-
ness to accept the legal consequences of your action.

CODE OF ETHICS: A statement of common values.

DILEMMA: A difficult choice between things that seem equally ethical.

ETHICAL FITNESS™: The habit of thinking and behaving ethically.

ETHICAL RELATIVISM: The idea that there can’t be any standards or absolute values
because every situation, culture, or point in time is different. 

ETHICS: The study of standards of right and wrong behavior. (W)

MORAL: Having to do with right and wrong conduct. (W)

MORAL COURAGE: The kind of courage needed to make an ethical decision, especially if
that decision goes against your own interests.

OBEDIENCE TO THE UNENFORCEABLE: The idea that you behave according to a sense of
what’s right, rather than what’s legal. The idea that ethics, rather than law, should
govern our conduct whenever possible.

PA R A D I G M S: Models of thinking for use in simplifying and comparing ideas or inform a t i o n .

RIGHT VERSUS RIGHT: A dilemma involving two choices, both of which appear to be
right, and in which the “higher” right needs to be determined.

RIGHT VERSUS WRONG: A situation involving two choices, one of which is clearly right
and one of which is clearly wrong.

VALUE: That which has intrinsic worth (Oxford English Dictionary); a principle, standard, or
quality that is worthwhile or desirable (Webster’s II New Riverside University Dictionary).





REFERENCES

ETHICAL DECISION MAKING

For more information on the Institute’s decision-making process, including the concep-
tual background upon which the process is based, we suggest you consult the following
books by Institute president Dr. Rushworth M. Kidder:

How Good People Make Tough Choices: Resolving the Dilemmas of Ethical Living. Hard cover:
New York: William Morrow & Co. (1995). Paperback: New York: Simon and
Schuster (1996).

Shared Values for a Troubled World: Conversations with Men and Women of Conscience.
San Francisco: Josey-Bass Publishers (1994).

For a more in-depth review of the theories behind key ethical-decision principles, you
might want to pick up a short general reader, such as:

Moral Philosophy: A Reader. Edited by Louis Pojman. Indianapolis: Hackett Publishing
Co., Inc. (1993).

Also, representing the care-based perspective, consider reviewing:

In a Different Voice. Carol Gilligan. Cambridge: Harvard University Press (1982).
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CHARACTER AND

ENVIRONMENTAL

EDUCATION ORGANIZATIONS

BOSTON UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF ETHICS AND CHARACTER

605 Commonwealth Avenue
Boston University
Boston, MA 02215
617-353-3262

CENTER FOR THE 4TH AND 5TH RS

Education Department
SUNY Cortland
P.O. Box 2000
Cortland, NY 13045
607-753-2455
http://www.cortland.edu/www/c4n5rs/

CHARACTER EDUCATION INSTITUTE

8918 Tesoro Drive, Suite 575
San Antonio, TX 78217
800-284-0499

THE CHARACTER EDUCATION PARTNERSHIP

918 16th Street, NW, Suite 501
Washington, DC 20006
202-296-7743
800-988-8081
geninfo@character.org

THE COMMITTEE FOR THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

1725 K Street, NW, Suite 212 
Washington, DC 20006 
202-530-5810 
http://www.cnie.org/nle/biodv-6.html
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COMMUNITY OF CARING

Joseph P. Kennedy, Jr. Foundation
1325 G Street, NW, Suite 500
Washington, DC 20005
202-393-1250

DEVELOPMENTAL STUDIES CENTER

2000 Embarcadero, Suite 305
Oakland, CA 94606
800-666-7270

THE ENVIROLINK NETWORK

5808 Forbes Avenue
Second Floor
Pittsburgh, PA 15217
Phone: 412-420-6400
Fax: 412-420-6404
support@envirolink.org
http://www.envirolink.org/enviroed/

ETHICS RESOURCE CENTER

1747 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 400
Washington, DC 20006
202-737-2258

GIRAFFE PROJECT

P.O. Box 759
Langley, WA 98260
Phone: 360-221-7989
Fax: 360-221-7817
office@giraffe.org
http://www.giraffe.org

GIVE WATER A HAND

216 Agriculture Hall
1450 Linden Drive
Madison, WI 53706
Phone: 800-WATER20 (800-928-3720)
Fax: 608-265-9203
erc@uwex.edu
http://www.uwex.edu

How Big is Your Backyard? R e s o u rc e s

© 2001 INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL ETHICS244



HEARTWOOD INSTITUTE

425 N. Craig Street, Suite 302
Pittsburgh, PA 15213
412-688-8570

JEFFERSON CENTER FOR CHARACTER EDUCATION

2700 East Foothill Boulevard, Suite 302
Pasadena, CA 91107
818-792-8130

JOSEPHSON INSTITUTE

4640 Admiralty Way, Suite 1001
Marina del Rey, CA 90292-9868
310-306-1868
800-711-2670

NORTH AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

Eighth Floor
1825 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20009-5708
Phone: 202-884-8912
Fax: 202-884-8455
http://www.naaee.org

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY EDUCATION PROGRAM (PREP)
The Network for Educational Development
13157 Olive Spur Road
St. Louis, MO 63141
314-576-3535
800-478-5684

QUEST

194 Coffman Road
P.O. Box 4850
Newark, OH 43058-4850
614-522-6400
800-446-2700
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TEXAS NATIONAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION COMMISSION

Texas Office of Air Quality
P.O. Box 13087
Austin, TX 78711-3087
512-239-1000
http://www.tnrcc.state.tx.us/air/monops/lessons/partinfo.html

UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Teacher Resource Center
http://www.epa.gov/region01/students/teacher/groundw.html
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