
Elementary Decision Skills

INSTITUTE FOR GLOBAL ETHICS

RIGHT VERSUS RIGHT

THE FOUR

DILEMMA

PARADIGMS

Truth vs. Loyalty

Choice: Being honest to
another person

Choice: Being loyal or
responsible to another person

Short Term vs. Long Term

Choice: Best for the moment

Choice: Best for the future

Justice vs. Mercy

Choice: Obeying a rule
because it’s just or fair

Choice: Bending a rule
because of mercy or 
compassion

Individual vs. Community

Choice: What’s right for one
person or a small group

Choice: What’s right for a
larger group


